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THE ART OF HEALING 
BRINGING SMD...FS AND SUPPORT TO HOSPITALIZED 
'<. 

CHD...DREN AROUND THE GLOBE 

Suma Gadde. ii Hillsborough High School Jwllor. hM always 
been Interested In art. She beDeves art helps peoi>le promOle 
their 8J1lstJc and creative abllitles and that ifs a very exp~ve 
and hnportant pert of life. 

T.reate for K1ds • 1s a non-profit oq,lanl7.atlon created by Godde. 
This organ17.ation promOles 8J1lstJc crcatMty for hospltallzcd 
children and 8lrm to get their minds olT their current slt1111tlon. 
One way Godde 8lrm to do this Is by getting students from 
around the world to make ba..,;kcts composed of art 11111tcriftls 
and supportive cards. For many kids. these kits become n 
chemllcd pert of their heallngjoumey. She hopes to increa<;e 
artistlc accesslblllty for these chlldren. helping to shll\ the focus 
from only the negnlive pert of this experience Into greater and 
more positive opportunltlcs. This Initiative nOI only brings 
smiles. but it also builds a comrmmlty of hope and support for 
each famlly. Very raw and emotloonl reaction.•;by the patient's 
parents arc also common when receiving kits. 

STORY BY: MARIA MOREIRA MIGUEL 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF:@CREATBFORKIDSORG 

'I love art. Ifs very fWl and I feel like kids al<,0 love to do it too. 
so Ifs upsetting to sec lhnt Ifs not something lhey have access 
to. cspeclally since they're just ~ In their rooms. bored: 
Gackle said. GMng hock to the community ls a huge goal lhnt 
Godde hos. I lospllltl'I do so much for chl.klrcn every day and 
there ore still mnny things that arcn·1 ns ncccssiblc ns lhey 
should he for kl<L'I. 

·11 renlly touched me when I llrst saw one of lhe kids 
opening their packages. It wns a very special 
moment to me. It's always so heartwanning to see the 

smile on their races: Godde said. 
TilC heartfelt messnges and drawings created by lhe 
public are important in showing lhnl people 
truly care about these pnllcnts going ~ such 
honible times. 
C.ralte for Klds' growing inl1ucnce nround lhe world 
helps students become more aware oflhe impnct 
lhey can make if lhey partkipnte In such evenl.s and 
vohmteertng oppor1llnitlcs. The organi7.ation's 
initlatlves go beyond helping specific potiem----thcy also 
encourage lhe lnrger community to help. 
During dilncult periods. these kits bring much joy and 
comfort to these young pnUenls. They also offer 
much-needed en'lodooal support and cliwactloo. 
reducing stress while CflCOU111girig a sense of nonnalcy. 
which wns Gadde's main goal when creating this 
organizatlon. In lhe end. Create for K1ds makes a 
signiflcanl dilfcrcncc in lhe lives of scvernl young 
pnlienl.s and their famiDes by~ in 
lhe transfonnatlon of the hospilal experience into one 

• lhnt incorporates crealMly. hope. and fm. By providing 
children with indMdunllzed art kits. the orgeni7.atJon hM 
a ~IC8fll and positive impnct on the world by 

Gackle believes that art t~ on imponnnl aspect of childhood. As 

an ru1istie person. sllC hopes 10 be able 10 help soften the 
hnnlship these fnmilics are going _through by mnking the 
experience ns ergoyablc ns possible. by showing we care and 
that they have the world's suppon. 

Create for Kids hos distributed roughly 3.000 art kits. mnking 
stgniflCllllt progress in encolll'llging young ~· crcatlvlty. It 
has even become an lntemntlonnl molter. with active chaplers 
in COWllries such IIS Pnnamn. United Arab Fmirates. Mongolia. 
Turkey. A~ and more. Every kit is~ crafted 
to encourage children's creatlvlty and includes everything they 
need to explore their artlstlc abllities. The lar-ge nmoum or kits 
the organization provides . demonstrates its dedication to 
encolll'8jfmg children's crealMty. Numerous chlldren's hospitul 
experiences have been grently improved by this organl7.atlon. 

nurturing their crenlivity and 
happiness.· C.ralte for Kid<; 

supports self -expression 
whilealso 
health and 
with each kit 
and support. 
lifting spirits 

~ 
challenging 
limes. 
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